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Potts lays Foundation For Gareer

PolyGram Songwriter Charts With Monica’s ‘Angel Of Mine’

BY DYLAN SIEGLER In a converted effort to build
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NEW YORK-—Thank

gle “Crush’ !
Buddha Monk'
hip-hop hat “Spark
Somebody Up,”

year-old Ede

masie industry—not yet. But with
Lhe help of Paly-
(ram Musdc Pub-
lishing, recently
shaorbed inta the
Universal Musie
Group structare,
28-yeur-okl Potts
s cmcrgl:ng us
one to wateh in
the world of
R&B sonpwrit-

ing and production,

Almest 10 years ago, when Fotts
was still a teenager, he nad an
apportunity o wark with legendary
producer/zongwriter Kipper Jones
on a song for Joaes' solo album.

“He wae the firzt perzon who
started teaching me the eraft of
songwriling,” says Polls, who
before that point had been merely
experimentivg in his alder brother's
home studio. “The song on Kippaer's
alburm was the first song of mine
that was cut,”" says Potts, “and ]
guess from that point—1 was 19
years old-—1 started to gee myzelf
as a songwriter”

Sinee then, Potts says, he has
been steadily striving to develop a
long-tarm smd nnioa-r\rnt_ing cala-
log, “1 want Lo write ,mnm‘ that go
on forever,” he m;'x. “1 hope in 10
yeara I can be like Diane Warren,
with a catalog that just keeps an
going.”

Saye Nadine Baker, senior cre-
ative director at TolyGram Music
Publizhing, “In urban musgic, the
marketplsce is very producer-ori-
ented, and it": arsy to look st the
short term, not at developing stroag
copyrights that have an afteclife.”

lormhn‘l
jeets with REE net Public An-
nouncement, UK. act Kternsl,
goepel great BeBe Winanz, and
singars Angela Winbush and
Christing Aguilera. His co-writing
eredit on Monlea's eurrent single,
“A ngrl OF Mine,” which is No, 33 on
this issue’s Billbeurd Hot 100, will
greably increase hes visability.
"Angel Of Mine,” which FPotl

‘1 hope in 10 years
{ can be like Diane
Warren, with a
catalog that just
keeps on going’

wrote with well-known R&R pro-
ducarfeongwritar Rhett Lawrence,
ig m riech, weeesgible love song
argusably idesl for Monica's voice. “1
w&s blown away the first time |
heard her sing it,” says Potis. " Hod
ney [Jerkinz] did an ineredible job
on the produetion, and then Moni-
cn's interpretation, vocally, was
incredible a2 well. She haz such a
Digr voice For someans 2o yourg:.”

The wollsborstion between Putls
and Lawrence was & noveld working
environment for Potis, who says he
is always eager to work under moee
established songwriters and ob
serve their methods.

“It wise a1 blessing working with
Rlwtt. He gave me the freedom to
gtart experimenting with things I
hadn’t before, With *Angel Of Mine,
I just lic & candle and some incense
and started this treck—and when I

rock—snd the elusgicd piano Urain-
ing he received from early child.
hoed, inform his present sesthedie,
While growing up in Las Angeles,
says Potts, I could listen to Jimi
Hendrix and the Winans on any
given dox"

Polls begun playing the piano
with the gospel band at his charch

tage 12 and Ister with 5 high
schonl jazz ensemble. With the
encoursgement of ks music teacher,
he began to conzider a eareer in
music—as long ns it was behind the
seenes. “You really don't want to
hear me sing,” he says with & laugh.

Currently, Potts savs, it talses him
an average of two days Lo complede
a wack. Baker gave that “part of the
excitement working with Travon is
thist ['ve been able W see him deved-
op over the psst two years. He's
foensed in and bocoma such a pro-
lifie, dedicsted songwriter”™

Fotts signed to Motown Muale
Puhlizhing befare it was abearbed by
Polyliram, where Potts is now part
of a 5050 co-publizking ventare.

“When you're at home writing
songs, and you know that the pab-
lizhing company is getting them,
you ke they"re petting out. there,”
sy Pulls,

“My role as his point person,”
ray? Baker, “ls extending hia reach,
bringing him into places he wouldn't
be able to go on his own. He's dovel
oped his eraft to the point where
he’s writing good sonyns consistent
ly, and he's starting W gel congis-
tent placements. Now we're at the
puint where we nead to get conzis-
Lent specess. Then his life will be
Lhat much essier.”
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Indie Association Names Officers;
John Barry Goes ‘Beyond’ Film Scores

l.\’l)”-’. ELECTIONS: The Assn.
af Independent Musie Panlizhers
has elected it 1990-2000 offieers
and board of directars, West Coast
officers are Alan Mcling, presi
dent; Connie Ambrosch. VI

| Thomas White, exarative dirvactor:

Guy Haber, treasurer; and Mau-
reen Woods, secredary West Coost
board members are Michael
Enames, Carole King, Brian Lam.
bert, Steven R Lowy, Linda New.
mark, Brendan Okrent, Ronny
Schiff, Chris Galotta, and Emie
Petito.

On the East Coast, the officer
lireup is Bernadette Gorman,
exeeutive director; Steve White
tregsurer; and Beebe Bourne,
et live gacre-

petivitics, Effcetive Jan. 1, Alter
became course! to the New Yark
law firm of Shukat Aryvow Hafer &
Weber

N EW & IMPROVED: Three
years after itz launck, ASCAP'2
World Wide Web site has a new
look with enchanced graphics ard
newly simplified navigation. The
gitd—wwuascap.com—has almoat.
2 millian hits per month, the soei.
ELY saya.

EML'I(;LICFI,\S DIEAL: EMI
Muszie has entered Into a glohal co
pubishing deal with singer Enrique
Ighesins, who is ako the co-writer of
“Esperanza,” his No. 1 kit oo Hot

Latin Tracks.

tary, Bosrd
members are
Bourne, Gaor-
man, White,
Caroline Bien.
stock, Peter

WIII‘IIS & MIISII:

Thst song slls
uncler the desal,
as doea hia al-
bum, “Cosas
Del Amaor” (Fo
novizion). His

Coquillard,
Thomas Lesy,
Julie Lipsius,
Debbie Rose, Mary Beth
Roherls, and Jell Rosen.

BL'Y(JN D THE MOVIES: Londen

by frv Licktman

upcoming 44
city U.S, o,
sponsored by
MeDonsld’s, includes a Jan, 23 date |
al Madizon Squaras Ganden in New
Yoark.




